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A Note from the Principal... 
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardians,
Spring is finally here! We have 
certainly had quite a snowy winter and 
although we still have snow on the 
ground, bits of grass and a few tips of 
crocus and daffodils are beginning to 
peek through. Soon we will be able to 
open our windows and smell the wonderful fresh air. 
Keeping our students’ minds on the academics will 
be challenging. The staff will use their creative talents 
to keep them focused on the tasks presented to 
them. With such dedicated and talented staff, I am 
certain that this challenge will be conquered. 

Last month, sixteen acts participated in the Fifth 
Annual Booth Free School Has Talent Show. The 
school community extends a thank you our PTO for 
sponsoring this event and to our coordinators, Liz 
Kearney and Maya Cointreau as well as our Sound 
Technician, Mike Palumbo. Each year this event 
grows and it is amazing to see such talents our 
student possess. From magic to singing and dancing, 
the students dazzled the crowd. It was a sparkling 
evening!

This time of year is also the time that the budget for 
next year is presented to the Board of Education and 
then to the taxpayers. There was a District Budget 
Hearing at 7 o’clock on Monday, April 9, 2018 at the 
Shepaug Middle/High School. The Annual District 
Meeting will be held on May 7, 2018, and the Budget 
Referendum is scheduled to take place on May 8, 
2018.

On April 5th incoming kindergarten parents/guardians 
and students are invited to attend a Meet and Greet 
Kindergarten Readiness Program. It will be held at 
Booth Free School at 1:30 p.m. An introductory 
presentation will kick off the program, followed by a 
visitation to the kindergarten classroom by students 
and a bit of outdoor play (weather permitting) and 
wrapping up with a presentation by the teacher. The 
visit will focus on how to prepare incoming 

kindergarteners for school and for a successful first 
year. The staff and I look forward to welcoming our 
new students to the Burnham community. 

Finally, as we move into warmer weather and longer 
hours of daylight, please continue to stress the 
importance of homework and time management. 
Homework continues throughout the year, and at 
times a child may need a bit more guidance in 
planning a busy afternoon or evening schedule. Your 
support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella  

Principal 

 
 

APRIL DATES TO 
REMEMBER  

4/1 April Fools!

4/4 National Walking Day,  All School Walk

4/5 Kindergarten Meet & Greet, 1:30-2:30 PM

4/9 Board of Education Meeting, Business, 7:00 

PM

4/11 Grade 4 Trip to CT Science Center

4/11 PTO Meeting, 6:30 PM

4/16-20 Spring Recess, School Closed

4/23 Board of Education Meeting, Education,  7:00 

PM

4/24 Kindergarten Trip to Pratt Nature Center

4/28 PTO Auction, 6:00 PM



Grade 1: 
Learning About the 

Past


First Graders visited the Litchfield Historical 
society at the beginning of March to 
discover what school was like for children in 
this area, long ago. They had a spelling 
lesson on slate tablets, learned that 
bathrooms were located outside the 
building, and that school was heated by 
one small wood burning stove. The children 
sat 5 to a bench and learned about what a 
long time children of the past were 
required to sit still for lessons. They had a 
hard time imagining school to be so 
different from the way it is today. In our 
discussions about the trip afterwards, it 
cultivated a gratitude within the whole 
class for Booth Free School! 

Grade 3:  
Learning Up a Storm! 

Even with all the 
snow, the th i rd 
g r a d e r s a r e 
c o n t i n u i n g t o 
persevere in every 
subject! They have 
become quite tech-
savvy on their Chromebooks, easily 
navigating through different sites, using 

Google Drive and 
S l i d e s , a n d 
c o m p l e t i n g 
I n f o r m a t i o n a l 
Chapter Books. 
W e n o w h a v e 
“expert authors” 
on cows, goats, 

and basketball, to name just a few. In 
s c i e n c e , w e a r e 
exp lor ing An ima ls 
Through Time, using 
Mystery Science to 
help us explore how 
different animal fossils 
w e r e f o u n d i n 
unexpected habitats.  
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Grade 5: 
Studying Volume 

We have begun to study volume 
in fifth grade. After a brief review 
o f a r e a , s t u d e n t s h a v e 
experimented with omnifix cubes 
and creating shapes with various 
volumes. Did you know that the 
number of 

d i m e n s i o n s yo u a r e 
measuring impacts the 
units you measure in? Ask 
a fifth grader to explain 

h o w 
measuring 
in one, two, or three dimensions 
will change your units from cm, 
square centimeters, or cubic 
centimeters!

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the character 
of our students by encouraging a consistent set of 
ethical values that direct and guide behavioral 
choices. These universal values, which transcend 
political, religious, cultural, and the Golden Rule 
encompasses economic differences,  “Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you.” Therefore, 
good Character Traits are essential to the learning 
process. We work throughout the year in developing 
the following: 

1.  Trustworthiness 
2. Respect 
3. Responsibility 
4. Fairness 
5. Caring 
6. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. 
Students are expected to exercise good citizenship at 
all times while in school, attending school-related 
activities and after school activities conducted at the 
school. This includes showing respect for the rights 
of others and regard for personal and school 
property. Students should strive to contribute to the 
climate of the school by being courteous and well 
mannered.  
Booth Free School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, Steps 
to Respect when needed. 
It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
messages to our students regarding the development 
of positive student behaviors and thus, improve 
student learning.

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. 
Once you are at the district’s 
home page you can visit Booth 
Free School’s website. The 
s t a ff w i l l b e a d d i n g 
information regularly. Please use 
it as an additional resource for information 
gathering. 

Spring Testing 
Smarter Balanced and 

Science Field Test 
As a reminder, students in grades 3-5 will take the 
Smarter Balanced Tests during the first two weeks 
of May. The students will be tested in the areas of 
English Language Arts and Mathematics and it will 
once  again  be  technology  based.  The  English 
Language Arts test will be given on May 1st and the 
Mathematics tests will be given on May 8th and May 
10th. Students can have as much time as they need to 
complete  each test.  Grade 5 students  will  also be 
tested in the area of Science on May 22nd. This year 
the students will participate in a Science Field Test. 
As is  the  Smarter  Balanced,  the  Science test  will 
also be technology based. There is no longer a CMT 
Science  test.  Please  keep  the  testing  schedules  in 
mind  as  you  plan  activities  for  your  family.  It  is 
important to have all our students in school during 

this time. 

http://www.region-12.org
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Vision Awareness
Your child’s eyes are constantly in use in the classroom and at play. The following are some vision problem 
warning signs. Ask the school nurse to have your child screened at school or check with your doctor for 
further advice if you notice any of these signs.

• Eyes turning inward (crossing) or outward

• Squinting or tending to rub eyes

• Headaches

• Blurred or double vision

• Losing place while reading or using finger to maintain place when reading

• Not doing as well in schoolwork as before or consistently performs below potential

• Avoiding close work or holding reading material closer than normal

• Eyes tire when reading or doing school work

• Turning or tilting head to use one eye only

• Making frequent reversals when reading or writing

Notes and News from the Nurse...

Here are some examples of how we encourage healthy habits here at Booth 
Free School with healthy lunches:



“Jump Rope for 
Heart”  

with Mr. Morgan 
Students at Booth Free took part in the 
American Heart Association’s, “Jump 
Rope For Heart” fundraiser on February 
14. Students learned about the 
importance of taking care of their heart  
and that 80% of risk factors for heart 
disease are preventable. Healthy habits 
such as avoiding sodium and nicotine, 
drinking plenty of water, eating a variety 
of fruits/vegetables, and exercising daily 
all help to prevent heart disease. 

Students also learned the importance of 
helping others through this service 
project. Donations were accepted that go 
to help other children with ‘special’ 
hearts that do not work well. Valentine’s 
Day week was the perfect time to have a 
little heart healthy exercise with rope 
jumping. Our school also received a 
$100 gift certificate to purchase PE 
equipment as a thank you from the 
American Heart Association for doing 
such a terrific job!

Parents are our partners in 
the impo rtant j ob o f 

e d u c a t i n g a l l o u r 
children. I urge you to 

attend and support the PTO, 
become a member, volunteer, and 

take part in helping your child to grow 
academically. PTO meetings will be held 
each month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
scheduled PTO meeting is April 11th.

PTO



 BFS 3rd Annual 
Invention 

Convention! 
Our Booth Free inventors showcased their 
many talents at our 3rd Annual Invention 
Convention. After eight weeks of problem-
solving, experimenting, and working 
through the Engineering Design Process, 
students shone brightly on March 11th. It 
was an evening full of ingenuity and 
innovation. After a difficult task of 
choosing only two winners, the judges had 
Markus Wesaw’s Go Snow Wheelchair Chain 
and Tim Shyshkov’s  The Watch Dog 
heading to the Regional Competition on 
March 18th at Hamden Middle School.  

The competition was fierce that day, but 
Markus’ invention has made it to the next 
level: the CIC Finals on April 28th at 
UConn. 

We are so very proud of every inventor’s 
perseverance and creativity and know 
that next year will bring forth just as 
much, if not more, excitement and 
inspiration!  



 

Words from the Library 
from Mrs. Sass

April is National Poetry Month, a time when libraries, schools, literary organizations, and poets across the country 
celebrate the art of poetry. At Booth Free School, we will be reading and enjoying various kinds of poetry, and students will 
be learning how to find books of poetry in the library. There are over a hundred great books of poetry available in our BFS 
library, from silly to serious, and rhymes to haiku. 

In addition, students will be encouraged to try their hand at writing poems of their own for a national poetry contest. In 
past years, many Booth Free School students have entered and won recognition in a national contest conducted by Creative 
Communications . Their poems were published in a special anthology of students’ work from across the country. We have 
also received copies for our library, which we proudly display in our poetry section. 

In 2017, we had nine BFS students’ poetry accepted for publication. Congratulations to all of our budding young poets! 
Hopefully, we will have even more entrants this year. Three of our present fifth graders published include: Peyton Ongley, 
Kailey Osborne and Tilly Skiles. 

April 8-14, 2018 is National Library Week , a time to celebrate the contributions of our nation's libraries and 
librarians, and to promote library use and support . This year’s theme is “Libraries Lead.” Started in 1958, it is a national 
observance sponsored by the American Library Association (ALA) and celebrated by libraries around the country. Tuesday, 
April 17, is National Library Workers Day , a day to recognize all library workers for their valuable contributions. Why not 
visit one of our local libraries on that day to show your appreciation....or to sign up to be a library volunteer! 

The winners of our Booth Free School Library Olympic Reading 
competition were awarded medals at a special morning meeting about the 
love of reading last month. The top three students in each class who read for 
the longest and had the most stamps in the their Reading Passports received 
gold, silver or bronze medals. Congratulations to all for a job well done! In 
addition, a special gold medal was also awarded to fifth grader Becky Wheeler 
for reading the most of all. Great work BFS! 

Happy reading! 

Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood . ~T. S. Eliot 

     BFS Student Council is sponsoring a 
drive for the New Milford Animal Welfare 
Society the first week of April. Please see 
the flyer for the most needed items at 

the shelter and bring your donations to BFS the 
week of April 2nd-6th. On Friday, bring in $1 donation to 
the Animal Welfare Society and wear your pajamas at 
school! Please contact Mrs. Testani with any questions 
at testania@region-12.org. 

Help a Homeless Pet! 

April 2nd - 6th 

Student Council is sponsoring a fundraiser to benefit 
the Animal Welfare Society in New Milford 

All week long you can bring items for donation to BFS 
 

High-Need Items are: 

Cat food - wet & dry 
Dog food - can/wet only 
Cat & dog treats 
Cat & dog toys 

Blankets & towels 
Paper towels 
Bleach  
Rubber gloves 

 
On Friday, bring in $1 and wear your pajamas to school!  

All proceeds will be donated to the Animal Welfare Society. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Mrs. Testani with any questions at testania@region-12.org 

Studen
t 

Counci
l


News
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Celebrating Booth Free School’s  
Administrative Professional, Laura Horrigan! 

Mrs. Horrigan brightens each day with her warm, gentle and 
caring greetings. She helps to make our days safe and 
productive. Please be sure to w i s h M r s . H o r r i g a n a 
wonderful day on Wednesday, April 25th!  

  
Thank you, Mrs. Horrigan, for all that you do for Booth Free School! 

“Happy Administrative  
Professionals Day”,   

Mrs. Horrigan! 

Music with Mr. Bartfield
The students at Booth Free School are continuing to improve their musicianship. The Kindergarten 
students have started to learn how to read and even notate simple rhythm patterns. The 1st grade 
students have been learning how to read notes on the treble clef staff. The 2nd grade students have 
also  been  working  on  reading  music,  and  have  begun  combining  rhythm  reading  with  note 

reading. They have also learned the difference between 
duple and triple meter. The K-2 students have all done 
a variety of singing and movement games, which have 
reinforced concepts such as steady beat, resting tone, 
form, and meter.  The 3rd grade students have been 
working on playing recorder. They have learned how to 
play  four  notes  so  far.  They  know how to  hold  the 
recorder, where to place their fingers, and how to play 
using  a  gentle,  steady  breath  with  proper 

articulation. The 4th grade students have composed rhythms and melodies, and 
have  played  them on  pitched  and  non-pitched  percussion  instruments.    The  5th  grade  grade 
students have been playing ukulele. They have all learned at least four chords, and have also read 
and played a few simple melodies. The students are all continuing to echo and improvise tonal and 
rhythm patterns. Harmony is always reenforced along with melody when learning a song. This is also 
the case in 4th and 5th grade band, where the students are continuing to grow as instrumental 
musicians. The 5th grade band students are even working on improvising over a 12-bar blues form.

We hope to see you all at the Spring Concert on May 17, where the 
students will show off what they have learned.    



Showcasing Booth Free 
School – 

Project Lead the Way  
During a recent Board of Education meeting, 
selected students from grades 2, 3, and 4 
shared their learning from specific topics taught 
in Project Lead the Way. Second graders, Frank 
Mariano, Jocelyn Cointreau, Grady Hughes and 
their teacher, Hilary Schawiak, modeled how 
wind, water, glaciers, and earthquakes can 
change the shape of the earth. This was taught 
in their unit called The Changing Earth. Third 
graders, Jane Light, Diandra Daly, Jacob 
McCauley and their teacher, Cathleen Brooks, 
became engineers and demonstrated a step-by-
step process to solve problems related to 
forces and interactions that are all around us as 
they experienced pushes and pulls, resistance 
forces, gravity, and friction in daily routines. This 
was done through building both simple and 
compound machines that demonstrated the 
use of forces. Students expertly shared their 
knowledge gained from their unit on Stability 
and Motion: Forces and Interactions. Lastly, fifth 
graders, Isla Beckstrom, Antonia Kearney, Owen 
Maynard, Wyatt Ongley, Ethan Wild and their 
teacher, Mary-Anne Russell, amazed the crowd 
when demonstrating their student designed 
vehicle restraint systems holding fragile 
passengers, raw eggs, as they traveled down a 
ramp. This Collision’s Unit focused on 
examining the transfer of energy during 
collisions. Impressively, all passengers survived!  

All students were pleased to share their results 
and observations of each grade level unit with 
all guests at the Board of Education meeting. It 
was an amazing evening!



ACE Happenings 
Spring Half Day Fun at ACE 

Booth Free and Burnham School students had fun at ACE during the recent spring conference 
days. Each day over 20 students gathered at the ACE Program at Burnham School under the 

supervision of Brienne Leslie, Amy Stultz and 
Lanie Flanagan. 

The children made Easter cards and pictures to be 
included in food baskets that St. Mark’s Church 
distributed to families in need at Easter. Our 
creativity did not stop there; the children worked 
with a variety of materials, and once again 
impressed us with their recycled art creations, 
drawings and beadwork.  

We also had time for homework, indoor and outdoor play, and a visit to the 
Burnham Library where we enjoyed books, building and creating in their Makerspace.  

Next up for the spring, the ACE Jump Rope Club with Mrs. Collentine. Details will follow in flyers 
to be sent home in the coming weeks. 

Students are always welcome to drop-in at any of our AM and PM ACE Programs. Bus service is 
provided between Booth and Burnham for both AM and PM programs. ACE registration materials 
are available from the school secretaries. Feel free to contact the ACE Director at 
ACEBridgewater@gmail.com  with any questions you may have about any of our ACE Programs. 

Booth Free School’s 5th Annual Talent Show

On Friday, March 2, 2018 the 5th Annual Talent Show took place. It was a 
spectacular event. Our talent pool has now grown this year to sixteen events. 
Our talented students delighted the audience 
w i t h s u c h a c t s a s dancing, singing, magic, 
and more. The Booth Free School community 
thanks the PTO for sponsoring this event 
and recognize the hard work of our talent show 
c o o r d i n a t o r s , L i z Ke a r n ey a n d May a 
Cointreau and Sound Te c h n i c i a n , M i k e 
P a l u m b o . T h e i r c o m m i t m e n t a n d 
d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e students is admirable. 
Congratulations to all of our superstars. Fantastic job!
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